
WORK: Week 1
GOD’S CHOSEN WAY TO BLESS THE WORLD



Work in our world
 What is the prevailing attitude towards work?

 Something to be avoided

 Seek early retirement

 TGIF- Thank God its Friday

 Suffering and struggle

 Job- ironically person suffers in Bible 

 Is there a Biblical view of work?

 Where would we look?

 Does God have anything to say about work



Genesis 2:4-15
 God works! Just Look Around!

 Creation is an act of creativity- work is 
fundamentally  creative- only difference God can 

make something out of nothing

 Labour brings God joy

 Fruits of labour bring us joy- blessing

 If we are image bearers this should be equally 

true for us

 Creativity- Playfulness

 Blessing- gift beyond us



Genesis 2:4-15
 The Creation is made perfect but not complete

 Creation is a blessing- a gift for delight and enjoyment-
but not finished

 V 15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the 
Garden of Eden to work it and take care of it.

 Work of continuing creation is so important ‘Man’ 
needed a helper- COMMUNAL COLLABORATION

 V 18 It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make 
a helper suitable for him

 Help with what- the work of managing the created 
world

 The Garden of Eden is a place of work

 Adam and Eve do not wonder around aimlessly

 Organising reality in order to bless



Its seems work is God’s 

chosen way to bless the 

world
 What is my view- my work is for what purpose?

 Eph 4:28 Anyone who has been stealing must 

steal no longer, but must work, doing something 

useful with their own hands, that they may have 

something to share with those in need.

 God’s design is that through work the needs of the 

world are met.

 In me and my work blessings flows to me and 
through me



Fruit of work
 Create a place of joyful work- just as God did. A 

return to Eden 

 Product- create something, provide a service that 
blesses – order reality for blessing

 Fruits of labour- enough to be generous and bless 

those in need

Primary motive NOT profit or the accumulation of 

wealth.



Ruskin writes:
’it becomes his (her) duty, not only to be always

considering how to produce what they sell in the
purest and cheapest forms, but how to make the

various employments involved in the production or

transference of it most beneficial to those

employed.”

Hence the function of business requires “… the 

highest intelligence, as well as patience, kindness, 

and tact… all their energy… and to give up, if need 

be, their life in such way as it may be demanded of 

them.”

What could this mean for labour relations? 

Attitudinal shift- labour with passion, manage with 

love, connect with joy



Sin in work
Garden moves from a place of joyful communal 

work and blessing to a place of toil

 When 

 Greed & Selfish self-interest take hold

 Apathy & Sloth (different form of selfishness)

 Deceit & Lies develop

 Competition vs collaboration

 Workplace a place of toil

 Fruit is bitter



Genesis 

 God is available in the place of work. Workplace 

is where people meet God in the first account of 

scripture

 3:8 the sound of the LORD God as he was 

walking in the garden in the cool of the day

 Does my work practice in any way connect me to 

God?

 Do I hide in rush and busyness/business

 What could my work practice be if I sought to 

collaborate with God



Homework

 Reflect on my approach to work

 Pray- God give me your vision for work

 BROTHER ROGER- the practice of the presence of 

God

 The art of ‘practicing the presence of God in one 
single act that does not end’ ‘It is God who  paints 

Himself in the depths of our soul’

‘He was content doing even the smallest chore if he 

could do it for the love of God’


