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Tenebrae this year will be a little 

different as we encourage you to 

celebrate with a love feast 

described below: 

THE LOVE FEAST 

The Love Feast, or Agape Meal, is a Christian fellowship meal 

recalling the meals Jesus shared with disciples during his ministry 

and expressing the koinonia (community, sharing, fellowship) 

enjoyed by the family of Christ. 

Although its origins in the early church are closely interconnected 

with the origins of the Lord's Supper, the two services became quite 

distinct and should not be confused with each other. While the 

Lord's Supper has been practically universal among Christians 

throughout church history, the Love Feast has appeared only at 

certain times and among certain denominations. 

The modern history of the Love Feast began when Count Zinzendorf 

and the Moravians in Germany introduced a service of sharing 

food, prayer, religious conversation, and hymns in 1727. John 

Wesley first experienced it among the Moravians in Savannah, 

Georgia, ten years later. His diary notes: "After evening prayers, 

we joined with the Germans in one of their love–feasts. It was begun 

and ended with thanksgiving and prayer, and celebrated in so 

decent and solemn a manner as a Christian of the apostolic age 

would have allowed to be worthy of Christ." 
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It quickly became a feature of the Evangelical Revival and a regular 

part of Methodist society meetings in Great Britain and throughout 

the English–speaking world.  

The Love Feast is an important part of the practice of Covenant 

Discipleship groups. Christmas, New Year's Eve or Day, the 

weekdays of Holy Week, and the Day of Pentecost are also fitting 

occasions for a Love Feast. A Love Feast may also be held during 

a congregational supper. 

The Love Feast has often been held on occasions when the 

celebration of the Lord's Supper would be inappropriate—where 

there is no one present authorized to administer the Sacrament, 

when persons of different denominations are present who do not 

feel free to take Holy Communion together, when there is a desire 

for a service more informal and spontaneous than the communion 

ritual, or at a full meal or some other setting to which it would be 

difficult to adapt the Lord's Supper. 

One of the advantages of the Love Feast is that any Christian may 

conduct it. Congregational participation and leadership are 

usually extensive and important, especially involving children. 

Testimonies and praise are the focal point in most Love Feasts. 

Testimonies may include personal witness to God's grace or 

accounts of what God has been doing in the lives of others. Praise 

may take the form of hymns, songs, choruses, or spoken 

exclamations and may vary from the relative formality of an 

opening and closing hymn to spontaneous calling out of requests 

and singing as the Spirit moves. Sometimes the leader guides those 

present alternating spontaneous singing and sharing in free and 

familiar conversation for as long as the Spirit moves.  

Prayer is vital to a Love Feast. A fixed form of prayer may be used, 

especially something like the Lord's Prayer or Be present at our 

table, Lord, that is familiar to the people. Spontaneous prayer 

requests and prayers may come from the people. 
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Scripture is also important. There may be scripture readings, or 

persons may quote Scripture spontaneously as the Spirit moves. 

There may be a sermon, an exhortation, or an address; but it should 

be informal and consist of the leader's adding personal witness to 

what spontaneously comes from the congregation. 

Most Love Feasts include the sharing of food. It is customary not to 

use communion bread, wine, or grape juice because to do so might 

confuse the Love Feast with the Lord's Supper. The bread may be a 

loaf of ordinary bread, crackers, rolls, or a sweet bread baked 

especially for this service. If a loaf of bread, it may be broken in 

two or more pieces and then passed from hand to hand as each 

person breaks off a piece. Crackers, rolls, or slices of bread may be 

passed in a basket. The beverage has usually been water, but other 

beverages such as lemonade, tea, or coffee have been used. Early 

Methodists commonly passed a loving cup with two handles from 

person to person, but later the water was served in individual 

glasses. The food is served quietly without interrupting the service. 

The Love Feast may also be followed by a full meal, in which case 

persons or families may bring dishes of food for all to share. During 

the meal there may be informal conversation in Christian 

fellowship, or the leader may direct the conversation by suggesting 

matters of mutual concern, or there may be spontaneous witnessing 

and praise. If there is food left over, it may be taken as an 

expression of love to persons not present 
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Call to Worship Thomas M Shuman 
Why is this night different? 

Though we are scattered 

in homes, apartments, households, 

still we can gather in God’s heart. 

Why is this worship different? 

We cannot gather as God’s household, 

yet we can still find ourselves 

together in God’s heart and love. 

Why is this meal different? 

Alone, with family, with just our pets, 

we begin to understand the weariness, 

the uncertainty, the questions which 

sat around that table long ago with Jesus and his friends. 

Why is this night, this worship, this meal the same? 

We are still God’s beloved, 

who is with us in these moments, these days, these nights. 

We are still the followers of Jesus, 

who would wash our hearts of our doubts and fears. 

We are still comforted by the Spirit, 

who blesses the meal we will share this night. 
  

Laudate Dominum, Laudate Dominum 

Omnes Gentes, Alleluia 

Sing Praise and Bless the Lord  

Peoples Nations, Allleluia 

 

COLLECT FOR THE SERVICE OF LIGHT  
One: God be with you.   

All: And also with you.   

One: Let us pray:   
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All: Gracious God, you give us the sun to illumine the day and the 

moon and the stars to shine by night.  Kindle in us the flame of your 

love that our lives may shed abroad the radiance of your light and the 

world may be full of the splendour of your glory;  through Jesus 

Christ, the Sun of Righteousness. Amen   
  

Lord Jesus Christ your light shines within us 

Let not my doubts nor my darkness speak to me. 

Lord Jesus Christ your light shines within us 

Let my heart always welcome your love. 

 

PRAYER AT THE LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES  
One: O Gracious Light, Pure brightness of the eternal Creator in 

heaven, O Jesus Christ, holy and Blessed!   

All: Now as we come to the setting of the sun, and our eyes behold 

your light,  we sing your praises, Holy God, One in Trinity.   

One: You are worthy at all times to be praised by happy voices,   

O Christ of God, O Giver of Life,  and to be glorified through all the 

worlds.   
  

LIGHTING OF THE TABLE CANDLES  You are encouraged to either light 

eight candles or if you only have one- a single candle. These will be 

extinguished later in the service.  
  

In the Lord I will be ever thankful, 

In the Lord I will rejoice.  

Look to God, do not be afraid. 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near 

Lift up your voices, the Lord is near. 
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PRAYER OF CONFESSION AND ASSURANCE   

One: Let us pray:   
All: Spirit of Christ, be with us now.   
We may try to avoid this hour of trouble; we may not stay awake.   
Help us to face our fear of the cross on which you died.   
Help us face the crosses we must carry to honour your life.   
  
SILENCE FOR PERSONAL CONFESSION   

One: Let us continue:   

All: We are your disciples.  And we too follow you with confusion and 
fear.  Strengthen us, we pray,  so that we may walk through life into 
death without fear;  through the night into eternal light. Amen   

READING THE MANDATUM NOVUM (New Commandment)  

John 13:34-35 New International Version (NIV) 

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so 
you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my 
disciples, if you love one another.” Paul 

REMEMBERING THE Last Supper & Foot washing  
So tonight, just as on that night, we are gathered in our homes. Just as 
then families were scattered around Jerusalem and Israel, now we are 
scattered in this land.    
 
We remember how it was in your nature to serve, and so at the start of 
the meal you took up that which was needed, taking a towel in your 
hands you began to wash your friend’s feet, even those who would 
betray you.  
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Some were astonished, some were surprised, some were confused, 
some even tried to refuse. You simply reminded them that this was your 
way and encouraged them to imitate you. 
 
We remember that in that meal they gave thanks for the freedom they 
found as you delivered them from Egypt, the faith they discovered as 
you led them through a sea and guided them through the desert, the 
hope you revealed when they gathered Manna and caught quails.  
So we gather around a table and remember this young carpenter from 
Nazareth, breaking bread and sharing a meal with his friends.  
We remember this rabbi who broke bread and poured out wine and 
spoke new words that inaugurated a new covenant. 
So we share a meal, together united by your love even though we may 
be separated from each other, tonight we remember together. Tonight, 
we welcome you the one who washes feet, who breaks bread and pours 
out your life blood- we remember your love.  
We break bread and feast in the presence of your love. 
   

FOOT WASHING AND COMMUNION  

You are encouraged to pause the audio now until after your meal. 

If you are together you are encouraged to wash each other’s feet.  

If you are alone, we encourage you to contemplate Jesus coming to 

wash your feet- you may want to turn to John 13:1-17 and ask God to 

use your imagination to help you be present to Jesus. Be one of the 

disciples and when Jesus comes to you talk with Jesus. 

We then encourage you to enjoy a meal and consider this moment in 

Jesus’ life- maybe wondering what these friends would have 

remembered together, what stories they would have told, and what 

they were feeling.  
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THE SERVICE OF SHADOWS: TENEBRAE   

After each reading, one of the eight candles will be extinguished. If 

you have only one wait till the last reading. Choose someone to help 

with this.  
  

Shadow of Betrayal Matthew 26: 20-22, 25 - READER 1- Justine 

When evening came, Jesus was reclining at the table with the 

Twelve. And while they were eating, he said, “Truly I tell you, one of 

you will betray me.” 

They were very sad and began to say to him one after the other, “Surely 

you don’t mean me, Lord?” 

Then Judas, the one who would betray him, said, “Surely you don’t 

mean me, Rabbi?” 

Jesus answered, “You have said so.” 

Extinguish a candle 
 

Shadow of Desertion Matthew 26: 31a, 33-35- READER 2- Joan 

Then Jesus told them, “This very night you will all fall away on account 

of me, for it is written: 

“‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep of the flock will be scattered.’ 

Peter replied, “Even if all fall away on account of you, I never will.” 

“Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “this very night, before the rooster 

crows, you will disown me three times.” 

But Peter declared, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown 

you.” And all the other disciples said the same. 

Extinguish a candle 

 

Nothing Can Trouble, nothing can frighten, 

Those who see God shall never go wanting  

Nothing Can Trouble, nothing can frighten, 

God alone fills us 
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 Agony of the Soul Luke 22: 39-44 -   READER 3- Reuben 

Jesus went out as usual to the Mount of Olives, and his disciples followed 

him. On reaching the place, he said to them, “Pray that you will not fall 

into temptation.” He withdrew about a stone’s throw beyond them, 

knelt down and prayed, “Father, if you are willing, take this cup from 

me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” An angel from heaven appeared 

to him and strengthened him. And being in anguish, he prayed more 

earnestly, and his sweat was like drops of blood falling to the ground. 
Extinguish a candle 

 

Shadow of Unshared Vigil Mark 14: 32-41 - READER 4- Irene 

They went to a place called Gethsemane, and Jesus said to his 

disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” He took Peter, James and John along 

with him, and he began to be deeply distressed and troubled. “My soul 

is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death,” he said to 

them. “Stay here and keep watch.” 

Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the 

hour might pass from him.  “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is 

possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you 

will.” 

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he 

said to Peter, “are you asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one 

hour? Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit 

is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 
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Once more he went away and prayed the same thing. When he came 

back, he again found them sleeping, because their eyes were heavy. They 

did not know what to say to him. 

Returning the third time, he said to them, “Are you still sleeping and 

resting? Enough! The hour has come. Look, the Son of Man is delivered 

into the hands of sinners. 

Extinguish a candle 
  

Stay with me, remain here with me 

Watching and praying, watching and praying 

 

John 17: 1-4, 6- READER 5- Andrew 

After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed: 

“Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify 

you. For you granted him authority over all people that he might give 

eternal life to all those you have given him. Now this is eternal life: that 

they know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ, whom you have 

sent.  I have brought you glory on earth by finishing the work you gave 

me to do. 

“I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They 

were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. 

Extinguish a candle 
   

That They May Be All One John 17: 15-18 - READER 6 – Eliana 

My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect 

them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of 
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it. Sanctify them by[a] the truth; your word is truth. As you sent me into 

the world, I have sent them into the world. 

Extinguish a candle 
 

Our Darkness is never darkness in Your sight:  

the deepest night is clear as the daylight 

 

Arrest in the Garden John 18: 1-5- READER 7  - David 

When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed 

the Kidron Valley. On the other side there was a garden, and he and his 

disciples went into it. 

Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often 

met there with his disciples. So Judas came to the garden, guiding a 

detachment of soldiers and some officials from the chief priests and the 

Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 

Jesus, knowing all that was going to happen to him, went out and asked 

them, “Who is it you want?” 

“Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied. 

“I am he,” Jesus said. (And Judas the traitor was standing there with 

them.) 

Extinguish a candle 

 

Shadow of the Cross Mark 15: 16-20 – Reader 8 – Nathan 

The soldiers led Jesus away into the palace (that is, the Praetorium) and 

called together the whole company of soldiers. They put a purple robe 

on him, then twisted together a crown of thorns and set it on him. And 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+17%3A+15-18+&version=NIV#fen-NIV-26777a
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they began to call out to him, “Hail, king of the Jews!” Again and again 

they struck him on the head with a staff and spit on him. Falling on their 

knees, they paid homage to him. And when they had mocked him, they 

took off the purple robe and put his own clothes on him. Then they led 

him out to crucify him. 

Last candle is extinguished 
 

Jesus Remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

Jesus Remember me when you come into your kingdom. 

  

THE LORD’S PRAYER   
  

Wait for the Lord.  

Whose day is near.  

Wait for the Lord 

Keep watch- take heart! 

 

One candle is lit  

 

THE PROMISE John 14: 15-17 Paul  

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he 

will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— the 

Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him 

nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in 

you. 

May the hope of this promise stay with you through the night. 
 


