
Notes on Lectionary Readings - NOVEMBER 29-DECEMBER 
5, 2021. 

Being the Righteous  

[Extract from Disciplines 2021: Upper Room] 

 

Read Malachi 3:1-4. 

Situation - Speaks to a future day when God's messenger will come to prepare the way for 

the Lord. The Lord will then purify the people and restore proper worship of God. Christians 

believe that John the Baptizer was this messenger, preparing the way for Christ. 

Questions - How have you encountered the refiner's fire? What was your experience? 

Prayer - Thank you Lord for helping us think differently, move daily with purpose and pray 

without ceasing. May we follow your call to support one another in being the community of 

faith. In Jesus' name. Amen. 

 

Read Luke 1:68-79. 

Situation - The Holy Spirit fills Zechariah, John's father, who proclaims that the fulfilment of 

God's promises to their descendants, has begun. 

Question - In what ways have you experienced God's tender mercy in your life? 

Prayer - O Lord abide in us, so that we might have peace of mind, rest in our weariness, 

faith through it all, connections with your people and trust, as we receive your direction. 

Amen. 

 

Read Philippians 1:3-11. 

Situation - Paul focuses not on the advent of Christ, but on the ongoing power of Christ's 

presence to make us blameless and righteous in God's sight. 

Question - How do you make expressing your gratitude for others a daily habit? 

Prayer - Lord may we be so open, so bold in our love, so frank in our appreciation, that our 

words lift off the pages of our lives and impact the world in our sharing and witness. Amen. 

 

Read Luke 3:1-6. 

Situation - Luke continues by describing John's ministry of calling people to repentance. 

They need to prepare the way of the Lord in their own hearts, thus fulfilling Malachi's 

prophecy. 

Questions - How are you preparing the way of the Lord? What crooked paths are you 

helping to make straight? 

Prayer - Lord teach us, guide us, and press our hearts so that we may be creative 

witnesses, who offer hope-filled inspiration to all, as we "prepare the way for the Lord." 

Amen. 

 


