
Notes on Lectionary Readings - APRIL 26- MAY 2, 

2021. 

 

Moments of Grace  

[Extract from Disciplines 2021: Upper Room] 
 

SCRIPTURE OVERVIEW: Two primary themes emerge from our readings for this week. In 

Psalm 22, we find the promise that far-away nations will turn and worship the Lord. The book 

of Acts provides partial fulfilment of this promise.  The Johannine readings focus on abiding 

in God.  

 

Read Acts 8:26-40. 

Situation - Through the action of the Spirit, a court official from Ethiopia hears the gospel 

and can take it home to his native land. 

Questions - When has an unexpected encounter led you to a deeper understanding of 

God? 

Prayer – O God keep our eyes open for moments of Grace that can alter our paths in 

unexpected ways. Amen. 

 

Read Psalm 22:25-31. 

Theme – Far-away nations will turn and worship the Lord. 

Questions - Recalling that Psalm 22 begins with the cry, "My God, my God, why have you 

forsaken me?" do these verses of praise seem surprising? When have you seen this kind of 

movement in your spiritual journey? 

Prayer - God of hope, when I feel overwhelmed by circumstances remind me of your 

presence, so that I make turn my lament into songs of praise. Amen. 

 

Read 1 John 4:7-21. 

Situation - "God is love," the epistle states, so all who claim so abide in God manifest love 

to the world. The author pushes the point: If we maintain animosity toward others, we cannot 

claim to remain in the love of God. 

Questions - How does your assurance of God's love for you move you to love others? 

Prayer - Loving God thank you for the people who demonstrate your love to us in lasting and 

meaningful ways. Help us to follow their example as we seek to love others. Amen. 

 

Read John 15:1-8. 

Situation - Jesus states that we must remain in Him if we want to bear good fruit for God. 

Questions - How secure do you feel about being attached to the Vine? What has God done 

in your life to make it more productive? 

Prayer - God thank you for the gift of community that shapes and supports me. Help me to 

be a faithful companion to the people in my life. Amen. 

 


