
Notes on Lectionary Readings - May 10 to 16, 2021 

 

Jesus: Present in His Absence  

[Extract from Disciplines 2021: Upper Room] 
 

SCRIPTURE OVERVIEW: Scripture tells us that in our lives, especially in our spiritual lives, 

we need to distinguish what is true from what is false.    

 

Read Acts 1:1-11. 

Situation - Jesus' ascension, commission to his disciples and parting assurance. 

Questions - How do you experience the power of the Holy Spirit in your life? How does the 

Spirit guide you? 

Prayer - Dear Lord, may Jesus's Ascension help us to prayerfully wait for and attentively 

discern your will gracious God. Thank you for your gift of the Holy Spirit, assuring us we are 

not alone to attend to our sorely troubled world. Amen. 

 

Read Psalm 1. 

Theme - The psalmist admonishes us to follow the truth of God and flee wicked ideas. 

Questions - Who are the people around you who exhibit the strength and fruitfulness of 

those described in this psalm? 

Prayer - Gracious God help us to hear and to respond to the cries of those in need. Remind 

us when we feel overwhelmed that You are our strength. Amen. 

 

Read 1 John 5:9-13. 

Situation - John reminds us that God's words are trustworthy above all. They bear witness 

to the life that comes through Christ, whose legitimacy was confirmed by His ascension into 

heaven. 

Questions - How have you come to know the testimony of God in your heart? How do you 

live differently as a result? 

Prayer - Good and gracious God I do believe, help me to look into that belief. May Your will 

be done on earth as it is in heaven. Help us all to discern Your will in our lives. Amen. 

 

Read John 17:6-19. 

Situation - Jesus bemoans the loss of Judas and prays that his followers will cling to his 

words. 

Questions - What helps you to sense God's presence and protection in your life? 

Prayer - thank you gracious God for protecting us from evil. Help us to work to curtail 

violence and help us to listen to the prophets among us. Heal us and give us the courage 

and the will to do Your work in the world. Amen. 

 


