
Notes on Lectionary Readings - SEPTEMBER 6-12, 2021. 

 

How Then Shall We Live? 
[Extract from Disciplines 2021: Upper Room] 

 
SCRIPTURE OVERVIEW: Through the scriptures and the guidance of the Holy Spirit, God 
shows the paths of righteousness and warns against the ways of destruction. Our words 
matter, and God desires purity and consistency. 

 
Read Proverbs 1:20-33. 
Theme - The writer of Proverbs describes this as the voice of Wisdom crying out, yet some 
refuse to listen to their peril. 
Questions - How clearly do you hear Wisdom's call? What prevents you from answering 
that call? 
Prayer - God of wisdom draw us to centre down and be attentive to Your guidance for our 
lives. Amen. 
 
Read Psalm 19. 
Theme - The psalmist rejoices in the law of the Lord, for God's decrees teach us how to live 
well. 
Question - Where in creation do you hear God speaking to you? 
Prayer - Find time today to be present with how creation is declaring God's glory and 
engage it as a Prayer with "Dear God” at the beginning and "Amen" when you finish. Tune in 
to what it evokes in you. 
 
Read James 3:1-12. 
Situation - Living a godly life includes paying attention to our speech. How can we, James 
asks, praise God with our lips and then curse others with those same lips? 
Questions - How do you use your words in wise ways? When do you struggle with your 
words? 
Prayer - Help us dear God to recognise how blessing one another through our words is a 
way to love and praise you - and loving you, and being loved by you, leads to our capacity to 
love others well. It comes full circle. Amen. 
 
Read Mark 8:27-38. 
Situation - Peter is tripped up by his words in Mark. He declares Jesus to be the Messiah, 
yet in the next scene he recklessly rebukes Jesus for speaking of his death. 
Question - Who do you say that Jesus is? 
Prayer - You are setting your mind not on divine things but human things Jesus tells Peter. 
Consider if there is a place in your life in which God is inviting you to surrender into a 
different vision than what you had imagined. 
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