
Notes on Lectionary Readings - November 15-21, 2021 

 
Righteous Rule    

[Extract from Disciplines 2021: Upper Room] 
 
Overview - This week let us thank God that the kingdom is based not on the exercise of 
power, but on Jesus' example of serving others. 
 
Read 2 Samuel 23:1-7. 
Situation - The final words of David. David takes comfort in the covenant that God has 
made with his family, which must be continued by kings who will honour God and rule justly. 
Questions - What characteristics would you include in a description of a just leader? Where 
do you see those characteristics in world leaders today? 
Prayer - All powerful omnipotent God, within the power and privilege we have normalised in 
our lives, call to our minds the places where we are not considering the common good. Lead 
us out of fear into perfect love. Amen. 
 
Read Psalm 132:1-18. 
Theme - The psalmist sings of this same covenant with David's family and the same 
necessity to follow God's decrees in order to rule well. 
Questions - What is your vision of Paradise? Who will be seated at the table with you? 
Prayer - Thank you for making your home among us God. Show me where you are calling 
me to relocate my life so that i can relate to those in need of the deep level of the loss and 
hope. Amen. 
 
Read Revelation 1:4b-8. 
Situation - Revelation opens with a vision of Jesus Christ, the fulfilment of the David's 
covenant, the King to rule over all kings for all time. Many expected Jesus to set up a 
political kingdom. 
Questions - How do you bear witness to the "Alpha and the Omega"? 
Prayer - O Lord you entered this world in meekness and vulnerability, help us rest in the 
faithfulness of your great love for us, that we might feel safe to be citizens of your good 
Kingdom. Amen. 
 
Read John 18:33-37. 
Situation - Jesus tells Pilate that His kingdom is not an earthly one. 
Question - What is your understanding of what it means to live in God's kingdom? 
Prayer - Holy Spirit challenge us to take our words and our prayers to a different level. Help 
us to question whether our language matches the practical application of our faith in our 
lives. Amen. 

 


